
Gilmer County Board of Assessors

Meeting Minutes

APRIL 21, 2022
Gilmer County Courthouse

1 Broad Street, Suite 104, Ellijay, Georgia

Members attending:  Gary Engel, Bill Logan, Tom Porter, Gerald Davis, John Williamson.
Staff attending:  Theresa Gooch, Chief Appraiser, Lacy Ryan, Deputy Chief Appraiser, Donna Walker, Secretary
David Clark: County Attorney
Mike Andrews: Time Courier

1. CALL TO ORDER: Bill Logan called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M.    

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 17, 2022:   Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to accept the minutes as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Ms. Gooch amended the agenda to amend item 7e to CUVA Denials and remove item 7f. Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to approve the agenda as amended. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
4. EXEMPT PROPERTY QUESTIONNAIRES:

a. 3011-008 – Property was acquired after January 1st.  Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by John Williamson to deny the exemption. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.  Applicant will need to submit questionnaire again between Jan 1 and April 1 of 2023. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

b. 1012-2-016 Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve as presented.  Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
5. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. 3019-009 – Superior Court Appeal – Ms. Gooch presented a summary to date but nothing new to report on the appeal itself.
b. 2067-106B – Superior Court Appeal – Ms. Gooch presented a summary to date and this appeal needs certified to Superior Court. Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to certify to Superior Court. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
6. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Expenditure Budget Report – March – Ms. Gooch stated we should be at 25%. The office is at 28% and the board is at 13%.

7. CONSERVATION USE:
a. New/Renew/Continuation/Release/Change of Use – Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Tom Porter to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
b. Possible Breach/Non-Continuation – 30 Day Notices – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to send the 30 day letters. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

c. Releases Per Age – Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
d. Releases per Death - Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
e. CUVA Land Values – Replaced with CUVA Denials - Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
f.  FLPA Land Values – Removed.
8. HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS: Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
9. CHANGE FINDER UPDATE – Ms. Gooch stated we added about 2M in value equating to about $15,800 in revenue.  The cost was $27,860 but the revenue will continue going forward and she felt the expense was worth what was gained in revenue and time saved for the appraisers.
10. PUBLIC UTILITIES – Ms. Gooch stated that during a review of Personal Property for one of the public utilities it was discovered that some real property was not being assessed under public utilities.  This will be corrected going forward and working with the Department of Revenue and the CPA about assessing for the prior 3 years.
11. MOVE MAY MEETING – May 13, 2022 – Upon motion of Gerald Davis, second by Gary Engel to move the meeting date as proposed. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
12. REAL PROPERTY CHANGES: E&R’s – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
13. MANUFACTURED HOME CHANGES: 
a. E&R’s – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
b. Appeal Update – Prebill 2022 – Ms. Gooch stated there were 12 appeals, 11 are resolved and 1 will resolve.  None going to BOE.

14. PERSONAL PROPERTY CHANGES:
a. E&R’s – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

b. Vehicle Appeals – These are re-appeals to BOE - Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to certify the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

c. Exempt Property Paws and Claws Acct 23376 – This account has a 501 (C) (3) and is already under the taxable amount for personal property but they wanted to get the exempt status in place in case the value would get above $7500 in the future.  Upon motion of Gary Engel second by Tom Porter to approve the exemption as presented. Vote:  Yes- Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson. No – Logan.
d. Exempt Property Piedmont Emergency Acct 25394 – This account falls under Non-Profit Hospital exemption. Upon motion of Tom Porter second by Gary Engel to approve the exemption as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
15. CHIEF APPRAISER’S COMMENTS: Ms. Gooch stated Miranda Ridings passed her Appraiser 1 exam.  She also stated the office has an opening for a front counter position, Kelley Garren is leaving for another job. Ms. Gooch stated the new jeep is 30-90 days out and the motor replacement is scheduled for the first week of May.  Also, 6 new computers have been installed.
16. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS:  Mr. Logan asked if the notices will be ready for the May meeting. Ms. Gooch stated they will be ready for approval.
17. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.
19. ADJOURNMENT:  Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to adjourn the meeting at 3:46 P.M. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
Minutes accepted on the __________day of ________________, 2022
_________________________

___________________________

Bill Logan, Chairman
                                 Donna Walker, Secretary
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