
Gilmer County Board of Assessors

Meeting Minutes

JUNE 16, 2022
Gilmer County Courthouse

1 Broad Street, Suite 104, Ellijay, Georgia

Members attending:  Bill Logan, Gerald Davis, Tom Porter, Gary Engel, John Williamson.
Staff attending:  Theresa Gooch, Chief Appraiser, Lacy Ryan, Deputy Chief Appraiser, Donna Walker, Secretary
David Clark: County Attorney
1. CALL TO ORDER: Bill Logan called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M.    

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 13, 2022:   Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by John Williamson, to accept the minutes as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Ms. Gooch amended the agenda to add item 8, Mr. Logan amended the agenda to discuss item 17, public comments, above item 4. Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to approve the agenda as amended. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
4. OLD BUSINESS: 
a. 3019-009 – Superior Court Appeal – To be discussed in Executive Session.
b. 2067-106B – Superior Court Appeal – To be discussed in Executive Session.
5. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Expenditure Budget Report – May – Ms. Gooch stated we should be at 42%. The office is at 43% and the board is at 33%. Mr. Logan asked about the gas budget.  Ms. Gooch stated it will be up to the Board of Commissioners to adjust that line item due to rising gas prices.
6. CONSERVATION USE:
a. New/Renew/Continuation/Release/Change of Use – Upon motion of Gerald Davis, second by Gary Engel to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
b. CUVA Breaches – Ms. Gooch stated the breach amount for non-continuation of CUVA is $15,737.56. Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented.  Ms. Gooch stated the second list were voluntary breaches with no penalty.  Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
7. HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS: Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
8. BOARD OF EQUALIZATION: Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
9. APPEAL UPDATE: Ms. Gooch stated there were 347 appeals to date.
10. SB193 – MOBILE HOME DECAL: Ms. Gooch stated legislation passed giving the Tax Commissioner the authority to not require mobile home decals.  Ms. Gooch stated at this time the Tax Commissioner is will still require the decals.
11. VEHICLE UPDATE: Ms. Gooch stated the new jeep is in operation. Ms. Gooch is requesting to turn the old jeep over to the county and the Board of Commissioners will reimburse the office for the expense paid for the new motor that was installed.  Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Tom Porter to turn the jeep over to the county. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
12. REAL PROPERTY CHANGES: 
a. E&R’s – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by John Williamson, to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
b. Assessment Notices – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve the notices as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

13. MANUFACTURED HOME CHANGES: None.
14. PERSONAL PROPERTY CHANGES:
a. E&R’s – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

b. Vehicle Appeals – Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Gerald Davis to approve the list as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.

c. Assessment Notices – Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel to approve the notices as presented. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
15. CHIEF APPRAISER’S COMMENTS: Ms. Gooch stated the Department of Audits sent 1500 samples for review.  The staff has completed their reviews and the results should be back in a couple of months.  Ms. Gooch stated the Department of Audits has never sent that many samples for review.
16. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS:  Mr. Logan stated the office is doing a really good job.
17. PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mr. Ajmo addressed the board regarding his homestead exemption.  He missed the April 1st deadline stating he was misinformed by the office that he needed to update his application in order to receive the school tax exemption. During discussion Ms. Gooch stated that it was also discovered he had a homestead exemption in another state at the same time he had one here.  Mr. Ajmo stated this was also due to misinformation he received from the other state and that the homestead there has been removed.  After more discussion, no action was taken by the board since the statutory deadline for applying for the exemption has passed. Mr. Ajmo has applied for the exemption for 2023.
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gerald Davis to suspend the regular meeting at 3:36 P.M. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
Upon motion of Gary Engel, second by Tom Porter to reconvene the regular meeting at 3:57 P.M. with the following actions being taken. Upon motion of Tom Porter, second by Gary Engel, to allow the Chief Appraiser to negotiate the Superior Court Appeal on parcel 3019 009 with a settlement offer no lower than option 1 as discussed. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
19. ADJOURNMENT:  Upon motion of Bill Logan, second by Gary Engel to adjourn the meeting at 3:58 P.M. Vote:  Yes- Logan/Davis/Porter/Engel/Williamson.
Minutes accepted on the __________day of ________________, 2022
_________________________

___________________________

Bill Logan, Chairman
                                 Donna Walker, Secretary
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